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JULY MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting this 
day, Thursday, July 10, at twelve o'clock, m. ; the Pre- 
sident in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the American Philo- 
sophical Society; the Royal Academy of Sciences of 
Lisbon ; the Smithsonian Institution ; George Adlard, 
Esq.; John Appleton, M.D.; William Durrant Coop- 
er, Esq.; S. Hastings Grant, Esq.; T. Bigelow Lawrence, 
Esq. ; James S. Loring, Esq. ; Rev. William S. Perry ; 
and from Messrs. Brooks (C), Clifford, Quint, Bobbins 
(C), Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

Mr. Livermore stated that he was preparing a paper 
on the Opinions of the Founders of the Republic respect- 
ing Negroes as Slaves, as Citizens, and as Soldiers. His 
purpose in calling the attention of the Society to the 
subject at this time was to ask their aid in furnishing 
him with any information that might occur to them 
either for or against the views which he should pre- 
sent. Portions of the paper were then read by Mr. 
Livermore. 

In response to Mr. Livermore's request for further au- 
thorities, Dr. Blagden called his attention to a letter by 
Mr. Pinckney, published in the " African Repository " 
several years since, agreeing substantially with the views 
of Mr. Laurens, whose letter to his son, Colonel Lau- 
rens, of the army, Mr. Livermore had just read. 

The President alluded to an article in the June num- 
ber of the " Law Reporter," in which the writer cited 
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the high authority of John Quincy Adams against the 
emancipation of the enemy's slaves in time of war. 

Mr. Livermore stated that he intended to pursue his 
investigations further, bringing together such historical 
papers and facts as would illustrate the subject ; and that 
he should hope to read what he might prepare at a com- 
ing meeting of the Society. After which, he proposed 
to publish the result in such manner as might seem best. 
He was willing to take all personal reponsibility with 
reference to the views and the authorities cited, but 
would be pleased to publish the paper as having been 
read before the Society ; convinced, as he was, that the 
historical facts presented would gain the attention which 
the importance of the subject demanded. 

A communication was read from Dr. John Appleton, 
Assistant Librarian of the Society, on the subject of the 
Great Seal of New England used by Governor Andros. 

The Great Seal of Neio England. 

George Adlard, Esq., of New York, has given, in the " His- 
torical Magazine " for April, 1862 (and also as an Appendix to 
his Pedigrees of the Sutton-Dudleys of England and the Dud- 
leys of Massachusetts), an interesting account of the seal used 
by Sir Edmund Andros during his administration as Governor- 
General of New England, and also as Governor of New 
York. 

An impression of this seal, believed by Mr. Adlard to be 
unique, was lately presented by him to the New- York Histo- 
rical Society, from which an engraving was made for Valen- 
tine's " Manual of the Common Council of New York," and 
also inserted in the account of the " Sutton-Dudleys of Eng- 
land," &c. 
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Mr. Adlard founds his belief, that the specimen described 
is the only one extant, on the fact, that after diligent 
search in the Archives of Massachusetts at the State House, 
and those of New York at the Capitol in Albany, and also 
in the State-paper Office in London, no other copy could be 
found. 

There is, however, in the library of this Society, an exceed- 
ingly fine impression of the seal, attached to a grant of land 
in Falmouth, Me., to Sylvanus Davies and James English, 
dated April 18, 1688. 

The seal, which is four and a half inches in diameter, is accu- 
rately described in the receipt given by Sir Edmund Andros, 
and now on file in the State-paper Office. In this document, it 
is said to be " engraven on the one side with his majesty's effi- 
gies, standing under a canopy, robed in his royal vestments, 
and crowned, with a sceptre in his left hand ; the right hand 
being extended towards an Englishman and an Indian, both 
kneeling, — the one presenting the fruits of the country, and 
the other a scroll; and over their heads a cherubin holding 
another scroll, with this motto, ' Nunquam Libertas gratior 
extat,' with his majesty's titles around the circumference ; 
there being on the other side the king's arms, with the gar- 
ter, crown, supporters, and motto, and this inscription around 
the circumference, ' Sigillum Nov^e Anglle in America.' " 

There are a few inaccuracies in the engraving of the seal, 
which may be caused by imperfections in the impression from 
which the drawing was made : thus the king is represented 
as holding a roll of paper in his right hand ; but, in the seal, 
the open hand is " extended " towards the kneeling figures, as 
described in the receipt. A chair with a richly carved back 
is represented under the canopy in the impression belonging 
to this Society, which is omitted in the engraving. The king 
is represented as wearing the collar of the Order of the Gar- 
ter, and the George, and with a sheathed sword by his side ; 
neither of which appears in Mr. Adlard's copy. 
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The motto upon the scroll, " Nvnqvam Libertas gratior 

extat," from Claudian, has been rendered by Hawkins as 

follows : — 

" Ne'er liberty displays a higher grace 
Than under one where piety we trace." 

In this motto, u has been substituted for v by the copyist or 
engraver in the first word ; and the " cherubin " holding the 
scroll has in his left hand a branch, which does not appear in 
the engraving. 

The " titles " of the king, as inscribed around the circum- 
ference of the seal, are " Iacobvs : II : D : G : Mag : Brit : 
Fran : et : Hib : Rex : Pidei : Defensor : " In the copy, the 
conjunction " et " is omitted, as is also the last syllable of 
the word " Defensor. " This inscription, instead of being 
placed within a plain circle around the edge of the seal as in 
the engraving, is also upon a scroll, the ends of which appear 

behind the figures upon the device. 

John Appleton. 



In connection with this communication, Mr. Deane 
called attention more particularly to a volume which 
had just been presented to the Society, entitled " The 
Sutton-Dudleys of England, and the Dudleys of Massa- 
chusetts, &c, by George Adlard." It presents an at- 
tractive appearance, and must have been prepared with 
care. Among other biographical sketches, the book con- 
tains the more particular account of Thomas Dudley 
which Cotton Mather had prepared, but which, for rea- 
sons given, he did not use ; substituting for it a more 
general account. It may be remembered that Mr. Ad- 
lard, in 1858 (see Proceedings 1855-58, p. 281, and 
1858-60, pp. 20, 21), offered this paper for publica- 
tion in the Collections of this Society ; but as the origi- 

li 
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nal manuscript from which. Mr. Adlard had recently 
made the copy which he sent to the Society had been 
mislaid, and there was some reason to doubt the entire 
verbal accuracy of the transcript, it was thought best to 
defer the publication till the original could be found. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, Aug. 14. In the absence of the President (the 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop), Colonel Thomas Aspin- 
wall, one of the Vice-Presidents, took the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Chicago Histori- 
cal Society ; Ebenezer Alden, M.D. ; Rev. S. Hopkins 
Emery ; B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; George H. Moore, Esq. ; 
Mr. William M. Prior ; George G. Smith, Esq. ; Benja- 
min R. Winthrop, Esq.; and from Messrs. Bartlet, 
Brigham, Curtis, Lawrence, Robbins (C), Savage, 
Washburn, Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

A donation to the Cabinet was announced, consisting 
of a curious old musket, three bayonets, a blanket, and 
an axe, used by the rebels at Williamsburg, Va. 

Mr. Livermore communicated a paper (portions of 
which he had read at the July meeting), " On the 
Opinions of the Founders of the Republic respecting Ne- 
groes as Slaves, as Citizens, and as Soldiers." 

Mr. Norton moved, That the thanks of the Society 
be presented to Mr. Livermore, and that a special Gom- 



